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Using Epidemiology to Evaluate Health Services
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Using Epidemiology to Evaluate Health Services
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To define Strengths and limitations of possible study designs that can be used to
evaluate health services
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To distinguish measures of process from measures of outcome, and to discuss
some commonly used measures of outcome in health services research.

To define efficacy, effectiveness, and efficiency in the context of health services.
To compare and contrast epidemiologic studies of disease etiology with
epidemiologic studies evaluating health services.

To discuss outcomes research in the context of ecologic data, and to present
some potential biases in epidemiologic studies that emerge when evaluating
health services using group-level data.

» To describe some possible study designs that can be used to evaluate health
services using individual-level data, including randomized and nonrandomized
designs.
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