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Deriving Inferences From Epidemiologic Studies
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To describe a frequent sequence of study designs used to address questions of
etiology in human populations.

* To differentiate between real and spurious associations in observational studies.

* To define the concepts of “necessary” and “sufficient” in the context of causal
relationships.

* To present guidelines for judging whether an association is causal based on the
guidelines set forth by the US Surgeon General and to discuss the application of
these guidelines to broader questions of causal inference.

* To describe how the guidelines for causation originally proposed by the US Surgeon
General have been modified and used by the US Public Health Service and the US

Preventive Services Task Force
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