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Current Position  

 Professor of Surgery  

 Director, Shiraz Organ Transplant Center, Avicenna Hospital, Shiraz University of Medical 
Sciences, Shiraz, Iran 

 President, Iranian Society for Organ Transplantation 

 

Education 

1974–81: Internship, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

1982–86: General Surgery Resident, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran  

1987-88: Fellowship in kidney transplantation, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, 
Tehran, Iran  

1990–92: Research fellow in liver transplantation, Pittsburgh, USA 

2001: Research fellowship for six months, King’s College, London 

 

Positions 

1987–89: Director, Faghihi Hospital, Shiraz, Iran  

1989 to date: Chief, Transplantation Section, Department of Surgery, Shiraz University of 
Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran  

1991 to date: Examiner, Iranian Board of General Surgery  

1992–1994: Vice Chancellor, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran 

1994-2001: Chancellor, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran 



2001 to date: Member, Editorial Board, Archive of Surgery  

2005 to date: Permanent Member, Iranian Academy of Medical Sciences 

2005 to date: Member, the specializing committee in clinical-surgical branch of Razi Medical 
Festival (Iran) 

2010 to date: Founder and Editor, International Journal of Organ Transplantation Medicine 

2010 - 2012: President Elect, Middle East Society for Organ Transplantation (MESOT) 

2012 - 2014: President, Middle East Society for Organ Transplantation (MESOT) 

2014 to date: Member, High Council Committee for Organ Transplantation 

2015 to date: President, Iranian Society for Organ Transplantation 

 

Appointments 

1982–1986: General Surgery Resident, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran 

1987–1997: Assistant Professor of General Surgery, Department of Surgery, Shiraz University of 
Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran  

1987–1988: Fellowship in Vascular Surgery and Renal Transplantation, Shahid Beheshti 
University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

1989–1992: Visiting Surgical Fellow in liver transplantation, Pittsburgh, USA  

1997: Associate Professor of Surgery, Department of Surgery, Shiraz University of Medical 
Sciences, Shiraz, Iran 

2001: Research fellow for 6 months, King’s College, London  

2001: Professor of Surgery, Department of Surgery, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, 
Shiraz, Iran 

 

Other Surgical Activities  

1987: Establishment of Organ Transplant Section, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, 
Iran 

1992: The first kidney transplantation from a deceased donor in Iran 

1993: The first liver transplantation in Iran 

1998: The first partial liver transplantation in Iran  

2002: The first liver transplantation from the right lobe (adult to adult) in Iran 

 

Awards 

More than 100 Awards and letters of commendation in Iran 

2002: Memorable figure in medicine in Iran 



2005: “Nevzat Bilgin Award” for the best poster presentation in the 8th Meeting of the Turkish 
Transplantation Society, Ankara, Turkey 

2011: The President’s Merit Badge (first class medal in science) 

2012: MESOT Awards for establishment of the best deceased-donor transplant center 

2012: Fars Province (Iran) memorable face 

2013: Professor Yalda Scientific Medal (Iran) 

2013: Professor Haberal Scientific Medal for advancing organ donation in Iran 

2018: For the second time, MESOT Awards for establishment of the best deceased-donor 
transplant center  

 

Qualifications 

1981: MD, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

1986: Iranian Board of General Surgery 

1988: Fellowship in Kidney Transplantation, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, 
Tehran, Iran 

1992: Research fellow in liver transplantation, Pittsburgh, USA  

 

Remarkable Achievements 

 Establishing the largest transplant center in the world with no previous example, despite 
numerous obstacles, in a country where unrelated living donation and organ selling had 
been prevailed. Relying only on deceased donors, we transplant more than 500 liver 
transplants annually in the center. We crossed the world record and transplanted 638 liver 
transplants in the Center in 2017. 

 Establishing a twin charity hospital: the 700-bed Avicenna Transplant Center including a 
large polyclinic and an 80-bed hemodialysis center, and a nearby 1000-bed hospital to care 
for patients diagnosed with cancer. 

 

Other Achievements and Accomplishments 

 Pioneer of deceased donor organ donation in Iran 

 Founder of deceased donor organ donation in Iran 

 Establishment of the most active deceased donor program in the Middle East and Asia 

 Founder of Transplant Coordinator Network across Iran 

 The most active person fighting against living unrelated renal transplantation and organ 
selling in Iran 

 More than three decades activities to establish deceased donor program in Iran 



 Training of more than 50 transplant fellows for Iran and Middle East Society for Organ 
Transplantation (MESOT) states 

 Founder of charity societies for kidney and liver disease in Fars province, southern Iran 

 Founder of a charity for cancer in South of Iran 
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